
This report describes the quality and sources of Longview’s drinking water, and programs that protect our water quality.
This publication complies with a new federal law requiring water utilities to provide water quality information to
customers every year, and is being provided in addition to other notices required by law.  The city encourages public
participation in the decisions which affect your drinking water.  If you are interested in attending any meetings regarding
this matter, please call 360.442.5220 and we will put you on our contact list.

While most of the content is required by regulation, we also include information that responds to typical questions our
customers ask about the water treatment system.  We support the public’s right to know the results of our water quality
monitoring.  We also recognize that a report full of technical information may not be inviting reading to most people.

So what is the bottom line?
Longview’s water meets or exceeds state and federal standards.  Water is tested regularly through a certified
laboratory.  State and federal regulators routinely monitor our compliance and testing protocols to assure safe delivery
of drinking water to our customers.  If you have further questions or comments about the information in this report,
please call the Longview Regional Water Treatment Plant at  360.442.5680.  We welcome your interest in Longview’s
water system!
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Important Water Facts
The Source of Longview’s Water
The Longview Regional Water Treatment Plant takes water from
the Cowlitz River, about five miles north of its confluence with
the Columbia River. The water is pumped across the Westside
Highway to the Plant from a pump station on the west bank of
the Cowlitz River. The average rate of pumping is about 8,000
gallons per minute (gpm), sometimes as high as 12,000 gpm!

The Cowlitz River watershed is fed by glacial melt from Mt.
Rainier and tributaries such as the Toutle River.  Because of silt
left over from the 1980 eruption of Mt. St. Helens, the Cowlitz
River is apt to become very turbid during high runoff periods.
This is due to the fact that the Toutle River runs directly off of
Mt. St. Helens.

Longview water: a great value!
Your water rates pay for delivering high quality water to your
door and keeping the water system in top condition.  Currently,
the City is making a number of improvements to it’s water
treatment facility to ensure the reliability and quality of its water
and its service.  The money received from water customers funds
planning and conservation programs, water supply and
treatment, system operation and maintenance, and building and
maintenance of the water facilities.  Every dollar paid for water is
invested in your water system.

Additional Information about Water Quality
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water)
include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and
wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through
the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in
some cases, radioactive materials.  It can also pick up substances

resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.
Contaminants that may be present in water sources are
microbes, pesticides, herbicides, organic or inorganic chemicals,
and radioactive materials.

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) sets on the amount of certain
contaminants that can be present in water provided by public
water systems. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) sets
the limits for contaminants in bottled water.  Drinking water,
including bottled water, may contain small amounts of some
contaminants.  Per the EPA and FDA, the presence of small
amounts of contaminants does not necessarily pose a health
risk. If you would like more information about these
contaminants, please contact the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800.426.4791.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in
drinking water than the general public.  Some persons with
weaker immune systems, such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk
from infections caused by some contaminants.  These
individuals should seek advice about drinking water from their
health care providers.  Guidelines from the EPA and Centers for
Disease Control on appropriate means to lessen the risk of
infection by certain contaminants are available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline.

If you have any additional questions, check out our website at
www.mylongview.com, or call 360.442.5680.
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requires that water systems report annually on contaminants that have been detected
in their water supplies.  Longview Water monitors over 170 contaminants, including pesticides, at the water treatment facility.
In addition, the City also collects samples from customer taps to monitor for chlorine, coliform, lead and copper.  We collect
samples at our reservoirs, distribution system, and at customers’ taps.  When contaminants have been detected, they have been
below the levels that EPA considers of concern.  Longview’s water meets or surpasses federal and state drinking water
standards.

Important Definitions (Used for the table below)

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL)
The highest level of a contaminant
which is allowed in drinking water.
MCLs are set by the EPA and
Department of Health.

Action Level (AL)
The concentration of a contaminant
which, if exceeded, triggers treatment
or other requirements which a water
system follows.

Part per million (ppm)
These units describe the levels of
detected contaminants.  One part per
million is about ½ of a dissolved
aspirin tablet (162.5 mg) in a full
bathtub of water (about 50 gallons).

State Required Level (SRL)
The level at which the state regulates
the test results of each contaminant,
which is usually at a higer standard
than the EPA.

Nephelometric Turbidity
Unit (NTU)
A unit of measurement for light
refraction.

Turbidity
A unit of measure for water clarity
and may indicate the presence of
contaminants.
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V io la tio n s  

A rse n ic  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .0 02  0 .0 1  <0 .0 0 1  

E ros ion  o f n a tu ra l 
d epos its ; runo ff from  
o rchards; ru no ff from  
g lass  and  e lectron ics  
p ro duction  w a stes 

N o  

B a riu m  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .1  2  <0 .0 0 5  
D ischarge  o f d rilling  
w as tes; d ischarge  from  
m eta l re fine ries ; e ros ion  
o f na tu ra l depos its   

N o  

C ad m iu m  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .0 02  0 .0 05  <0 .0 0 1  

C orros ion  from  
g a lvan ized  p ipes; 
e ro s ion  o f na tu ra l 
d epos its ; d ischarge  from  
m eta l re fine ries ; ru no ff 
fro m  w a ste  ba tte ries  

N o  

C hro m ium  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .01  0 .1  <0 .0 0 5  
D ischarge  from  stee l and  
p u lp  m ills ; e ros ion  o f 
n a tu ra l de pos its  
 

N o  

M e rcu ry  
(In o rg an ic) 1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .0 00 5  0 .0 02  <0 .00 05  

D ischarge  from  m eta l 
fac to ries  and  re fine ries ; 
land fills  
 

N o  

S e len ium  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .0 05  0 .0 5  <0 .0 0 5  

D ischarge  from  
p e tro leum  and  m eta l 
re fine ries ; e ros ion  o f 
n a tu ra l de pos its ; 
d isch arge  from  m ines 

N o  

B e ry lliu m  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .0 03  0 .0 04  <0 .0 0 1  

D ischarge  from  m eta l 
re fine ries  and  coa l-
b urn ing  fa c to ries ; 
d isch arge  from  e lectrica l, 
a e rospace , and  d e fense  
industries  

N o  

N icke l 1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .04  0 .1  <0 .0 2   N o  

A n tim on y 1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .0 05  0 .0 06  <0 .0 0 1  
D ischarge  from  
p e tro leum  re fine ries ; fire  
re ta rdan ts , ce ram ics; 
e lec tron ics ; so lder 

N o  

Th a llium  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .0 02  0 .0 02  <0 .0 0 1  

L each ing  from  ore -
p ro cess ing  s ites ; 
d isch arge  from  
e lectron ics , g lass  and  
d ru g  facto ries  

N o  

C yan ide  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .05  0 .2  0 .07  
D ischarge  from  m eta l 
re fine ries ; p las tics ; 
d isch arge  from  fe rtilize r 
fac to ries  

N o  

F lu o rid e  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .2  4  0 .9  
E ros ion  o f n a tu ra l 
d epos its ; d ischarge  from  
fe rtilize r and  a lum inum  
facto ries  

N o  

N itrite  (as  
N itro ge n) 1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .5  1  < 0 .1  

R unoff from  fe rtil ize r use ; 
leach ing  from  sep tic  
tanks; sew age; e ros ion  
o f na tu ra l depos its  

N o  

N itra te  (a s  
N itro ge n) 1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .5  10  0 .3  

R unoff from  fe rtil ize r use ; 
leach ing  from  sep tic  
tanks; sew age; e ros ion  
o f na tu ra l depos its  

N o  

Iro n  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .1  0 .3  <0 .0 2   
 N o  

M a n ga ne se  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .01  0 .0 5  <0 .0 0 5   
 N o  

S ilve r 1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .01  0 .1  <0 .0 1   
 N o  

C h lo ride  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  20  2 50  4 .8   
 N o  

S u lfa te  1 /2 9 /0 3   10  2 50  1 2 .7   
 N o  

Z in c  1 /2 9 /0 3  pp m  0 .2  5  <0 .0 1    N o  

Tu rb id ity  C o n tin uo us  M o n ito rin g  1  0 .1   
 N o  
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NOTE:  The City of Longview was
notified by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) that we were not in full
compliance with the Unregulated
Contaminant Monitoring Rule
(UCMR).  Failure to meet this
requirement does not mean that
there is anything wrong with the
water supplied by the City or that
there is any risk to public health.
The UCMR requires the City to participate in a limited nation-wide program to test the water for 12 additional chemicals to
determine whether they are common throughout the United States and whether or not they should be regulated in the
future.  The City was not able to meet the 2003 monitoring deadline however, the city has since complied with the UCMR,
with no samples above the detectable limits.  To learn more about the UCMR, call the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
1.800.426.4791.
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